THE   FIRST   BOOK

CHAPTER   i

W HEN this creature was twenty years of age, or some deal
more, she was married to a worshipful burgess (of
Lynne) and was with child within a short time, as nature
would. And after she had conceived, she was belaboured
with great accesses till the child was born and then, what
with the labour she had in childing, and the sickness
going before, she despaired of her life, weening she
might not live. And then she sent for her ghostly father,
for she had a thing on her conscience which she had never 4*
shewn before that time in all her life. For she was ever
hindered by her enemy, the devil, evermore saying to her
that whilst she was in good health she needed no con-
fession, but to do penance by herself alone and all should
be forgiven, for God is merciful enough. And therefore
this creature oftentimes did great penance in fasting on
bread and water, and other deeds of alms with devout
prayers, save she would not shew that in confession*
And when she was at any time sick or dis-eascd, the
devil said in her mind that she should be damned because
she was not shriven of that default. Wherefore after her
child was born, she, not trusting to live, sent for her
ghostly father, as is said before, in full will to be shriven
of all her lifetime, as near as she could. And when she
came to the point for to say that thing which she had so
long concealed, her confessor was a little too hasty and
began sharply to reprove her, before she had fully said
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